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Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and 

not give up.  2 He said: “In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor 

cared what people thought.  3 And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him 

with the plea, ‘Grant me justice against my adversary.’ 
4 “For some time he refused.  But finally he said to himself, ‘Even though I don’t fear 

God or care what people think, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that 

she gets justice, so that she won’t eventually come and attack me!’” 
6 And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says.  7 And will not God bring 

about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night?  Will he keep putting 

them off?  8 I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly.  However, when the Son 

of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?” 

 

Lord, hear the humble prayer of Your servants as we meditate on Your instruction: Pour 

out Your Spirit into our hearts through Your Word.  Strengthen us and increase our faith that we 

may run with perseverance the race marked out for us.  Amen. 

Somewhere close to twenty years ago, Mel Gibson directed and starred in a film-epic 

called Braveheart that chronicles the Scottish war for independence in the early 1300s.  Those of 

you who have seen the film probably remember most vividly the big battle scenes and Mel 

Gibson’s character, the fearless, freedom-seeking warrior, William Wallace.  I would argue, 

though, that the main character of the movie is a man named Robert the Bruce and that the most 

important battle is the battle waging in Robert’s heart throughout the film over what is right and 

what is wrong. 

Robert the Bruce was a Scottish nobleman who was a contender for the crown.  And he 

was torn between one of two directions.  On the one hand was his father, constantly impressing 

on him that he needed to do whatever it took to ensure his lands and his power and his title, even 

if that meant forsaking everything he believed in, betraying Wallace and his countrymen and 

siding with the enemy.  According to his father, the immoralities were inconsequential as long as 

the ends justified the means.  On the other hand, there was William Wallace, a man very little 

concern for land, titles, or power who taught Robert that what truly mattered was honor, justice, 

and integrity.   

At one point in the film, giving in to the evil advice of his father, Robert sided with 

England and went to war against Wallace in the Battle of Falkirk in which the Scottish army was 

devastated.  But a moving encounter with William Wallace at the end of that battle led Robert 

the Bruce to a realization of the error of his ways and in the next scene we find him talking, once 

again, with his father.  He says land, titles, men, and power are worth nothing, but what Wallace 

and his men were fighting for had been something that really mattered, and he took that from 

him when he betrayed him.  “All men betray,” his father answered, “all men lose heart.”  “I don’t 

want to lose heart!” Robert exclaimed, “I want to believe as he did.  I’ll never be on the wrong 

side again.” 

It isn’t all that different from the way that you and I have felt from time to time as we 

experience the battle waging in our own hearts over what is right and what is wrong.  It started at 
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the moment God first created faith in your heart through Baptism and the Word.  And it will 

continue until He calls you home to Himself in heaven or, if it should come first, until Jesus 

returns to bring us all home with Him. 

As He tells the parable that we have before us today, Jesus had just finished talking to His 

disciples about that day when He will return.  He warned them that the days were coming soon 

when they would long for that day.  Within a year Jesus would no longer be with them.  After 

His death and resurrection He would ascend once again to His heavenly throne.  As His disciples 

(including you and I) lived in that period of time between His ascension and His second coming 

their faith would be tested, they would be persecuted and worn down by years filled with trials 

and suffering.   

And so that’s where we pick up with our text this morning.  Then Jesus told his 

disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up.  On the one 

hand, we have Jesus, who wanted to encourage His disciples—He wanted to encourage you—as 

you live your life of longing and waiting here in this earth to keep praying to your merciful God, 

and not to lose heart.  On the other hand, we have Satan, the world, even our own sinful flesh 

who want us to lose heart and stop following Jesus.  They want us to live this life for ourselves, 

seeking “power, land, and titles” or maybe more appropriately comfort and self-indulgence. 

So if you’ve ever felt the strain of that internal battle, if you’ve ever given up and 

betrayed Jesus in order to serve yourself, and if you’ve ever cried out, “I don’t want to lose heart!  

I want to have faith that trusts in my God!  I want to choose and to do what is right.  I never want 

to choose the wrong side again.”  Then listen to this parable that Jesus has to share with you. 

In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared what people 

thought.  And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, 

‘Grant me justice against my adversary.’  Jesus introduces us to two characters, a widow and 

a judge.  The judge He describes as a man who lived in complete disregard to God’s law.  He did 

not love the Lord his God with heart and mind and soul and strength.  He did not love his 

neighbor.  He cared only for himself.  And in the town where this man was the judge there lived 

a widow.  This particular widow was being oppressed in some form or another, perhaps someone 

was taking away her inheritance, withholding the land she was entitled to, we can’t say for sure, 

Jesus doesn’t give us the specifics. 

Whatever the case was she had been bringing it before the judge and imploring him to 

bring her justice.  But at first, seeing as there was nothing in it for the judge and he only cared 

about himself, he wasn’t willing to do anything to help her.   As time went on, however, and she 

kept persisting the judge decided finally that he would help her case.  It wasn’t that he had some 

major change of heart but, as Jesus tells us, his reasoning was simple and selfish:  Even though I 

don’t fear God or care what people think, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will 

see that she gets justice, so that she won’t eventually come and attack me! 

That last part is a little difficult to translate.  The literal sense of the Greek verb is to give 

someone a black eye by hitting them in the face.  It can also be used more figuratively, in the 

same sense that we might use the word “browbeating” where someone keeps on badgering and 

nagging you until you do what they want you to do.  Whether the judge was actually afraid that 

this widow was going to sock him one, or he simply feared that she would continue pestering 

him until he consented to her request, it was entirely out of self-interest that he settled the 

woman’s case and brought her the justice that she deserved. 

And that brings us to the same question we’re led to ask after any of Jesus’ parables: “So 

what?  What’s the point?”  To find the answer we need to understand that this is another one of 
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Jesus’ “how much more?” parables.  The point is that if even a godless judge would hear this 

widow’s case and bring justice to someone whom he doesn’t care about in the least, then how 

much more will our God who is perfectly righteous, who loves and cares for you deeply, and 

who deals with you in patience and mercy—how much more will our Merciful God hear your 

case and bring you the justice you deserve! 

God has promised that His Son will return in final judgement to bring justice and 

salvation to all believers and He is faithful and true!  The question isn’t whether or not God will 

be faithful to that promise; the question is what Jesus Himself asks at the end of verse 8: But 

when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?  The question is whether we will 

remain faithful, or if we will lose heart.  

There’s a phrase that we find Jesus repeating to His disciples throughout the four Gospel 

accounts as He instructs us about this period of time while we wait for His return: watch and 

pray.  Watch yourselves, examine your lives to see whether you are living for Him or for 

yourself.  Watch, and also pray.  Pray that God would continue to increase your faith in His 

promises as you study His Word.  Pray that He will continue to strengthen you to endure the 

tests: the trials and the suffering that you’re faced with in this life.  Pray that He would draw you 

ever closer to Him and make you each day more willing to live according to His will.  And 

finally, pray that He will bring you justice.  Pray that the day of our Lord comes quickly so that 

you might receive your inheritance in heaven.  And pray with the confidence that because your 

God loves you, and has the deepest concern for you, He will hear and answer your prayer. 

It’s strange to think that we should pray for justice, isn’t it?  Like Robert the Bruce, we 

have not always found ourselves on the moral high ground.  We’ve forsaken God, and betrayed 

Him.  When faced with the difficulties of life, we’ve adopted “ends justify the means” 

mentalities and done whatever we can, right or wrong, to improve our own situation.  The justice 

we deserve for betraying God, is separation from all of His love and blessings. 

But Christ has paid for your sins on the cross.  He has removed the guilt of the times we 

have lost heart and lost confidence in the promise that He will see us through our present 

struggles.  He has removed that guilt from you as far as the east is from the west and where you 

were once clothed in sin He has now clothed you with His own righteousness and perfection.  

Because of that wonderful gift from our merciful God, the justice which you now deserve is 

eternal life in heaven. 

So watch and pray.  Pray that God would fill your hearts with the joy of that gospel news 

of salvation.  Pray that through that gospel He will give you the power and strength to endure 

any and all afflictions.  And pray that He will bring you quickly to the day when those burdens 

and sufferings come to an end. 

Pray to your merciful God.  Trust in Him and He will do this.  Amen. 


